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whence there will refult two values 6f the radius, 
which remains unknown, either of which will pro- 
duce an aberration equal to that of the other lens. 



V. ExtraB of a Letter from the Abbe De la 
Caille, of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Paris, and F. R. S. to William Watfon, 
M. D. F. R. S. recommending to the Rev. 
Mr. Nevil Mafkelyne, F. R. S. to make 
at St. Helena a Series of Obfervations for 
dif covering the Parallax of the Moon. 

Lincoln's- Inn-Fields, 8 Jan. 1761. 

Read Jan. 8, ¥ ^%R. Watfoa lately received a letter 
17 u U from the Abbe De la Caille at Paris, 

in which he takes notice, " That although the pa- 

" rallax of the moon feems fufficiently well deter- 
mined, by the obfervations made in 1751, in 
Europe and at the Cape of Good Hope; never- 

u thelefs, an element of this importance cannot be 
too well afcertained. He is of opinion, that Mr. 
Mafkelyne's continuance in St. Helena may be 
advantageoufly employed in making new obferva- 
tions $ fince the bafe, upon which thefe parallaxes 

" fhould be calculated, fhould exceed the earth's 

<e radius. 

" That if the Royal Society does approve of his 

" proposition, and recommend to Mr. Mafkelyne 

" the execution of the fcheme of correfpondence, 

" which 
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" which he has drawn up, he promifes to comply 
cc With it punctually on his part." 

The Abbe has accordingly fent Dr. Watfon a 
feries of obfervations, which he recommends to Mr. 
Mafkelyne to make, from the 13th of June 1761, 
a few days after the tranfit of Venus, till the $t\i of 
May 1762. This paper Mr. Mafkelyne has tran- 
fcrifcbd, and propofes to make thefe obfervations ia 
concert with the Abb6 De la Caille. And if a copy 
of this paper, which Dr. Watfon propofes to lay be- 
fore the Society, at their next meeting, was put into 
the hands of Dr. Bradley, that gentleman might like- 
wife make correfpondent obfervations. 

The Abbe like wife adds, " That he hm fbppofed, 
" that the feftor, which Mr. Mafkelyne takes with 
" him to St. Helena, would take in five degrees and 
<c a half on each fide the zenith ; and that his clock 
cc wotild be regulated by fydereat time." This fe&or 
extends much beyond the Abbe'a atpedfotion, as k 
takes in eight degrees and a half on each fide of the 
zenith* 

The Observations recommended by the Abbe De 

la Caille to Mr. Maitelyi^. 
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